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food is inadequate. Reassessment of 1998/1999 survey data from small-scale study of the 
impact of the social-safety net in 5 provinces (Central Java, Jogjakarta, East Java, West 
Nusa Tenggara and South Sulawesi) found that, wasting among preschool children who 
received supplemental feeding was a more sensitive indicator compared to stunting and 
underweight (Atmarita, 2000b). Figure 4 presented the result of measurements from three 
different times. It can be seen that the prevalence of underweight (low weight for age – WFA) 
was not reduced consistently, and also stunting (low height for age - HFA) showed an 
increasing prevalence over time. However, the prevalence of wasting (low weight for height – 
WFH) declined consistently over time. It fell  from the baseline (Dec98/Jan99) to the end of 
the project (September 1999), by 5.5% 

 

Figure 4 
Comparing the prevalence of wasting, stunting and underweight among preschool children 

(N=4500) who received supplemental feeding from Social Safety Net Project3 
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This assessment suggests that wasting is a sensitive child malnutrition indicator for short-
term program intervention such as providing supplementation food to vulnerable groups, 
especially for the poor. 
 
X.  Data sources on Child Malnutrition in Indonesia 
 
The nutrition program is part of the Indonesian development program, which was included in 
the first five-year national development plan 1979-1984, and nutritional data on several 
dimensions of nutritional status are routinely collected. The sources of nutritional information 
along with their strengths and weaknesses are explained in the following sections.  
 
Starting from 1985, the Nutrition Surveillance System was gradually established and 
expanded to all provinces by the 1990s. There were three data collections assigned to 
monitor child malnutrition: a) Nutritional Status Monitoring through Socio-Economic Survey 
(Susenas); b) Nutritional Status Monitoring for sub-district level; c) Nutritional Status 
Monitoring for first-grade schoolchildren.  

                                                

 
3 The raw data for reassessment received from Dr. Razak Thaha (School of public health, the University of 
Hasanudin), principal investigator of longitudinal study for the evaluation of Social Safety Net project on food 
supplementation for preschool children. 
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