
An InternetAn Internet--based Ebased E--Learning System,Learning System,
SUPERCOURSESUPERCOURSE
and a Proposal ofand a Proposal of

SUPERCOURSE.ASIA NETWORK (SCAN)SUPERCOURSE.ASIA NETWORK (SCAN)

HikoHiko TAMASHIRO, Professor and ChairTAMASHIRO, Professor and Chair
Hokkaido University Graduate School of MedicineHokkaido University Graduate School of Medicine

Sapporo, JapanSapporo, Japan

118 May 20058 May 2005
ADB Institute, Tokyo, JapanADB Institute, Tokyo, Japan

The views expressed in this paper are the views of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Asian Development Bank Institute 
(ADBI), the Asian Development Bank (ADB), or its Board of Directors, or the 
governments they represent. ADBI does not guarantee the accuracy of the data 
included in this paper and accepts no responsibility for any consequences of 
their use. Terminology used may not necessarily be consistent with ADB official 
terms.



Outline of PresentationOutline of Presentation
IntroductionIntroduction
SupercourseSupercourse
SupercourseSupercourse.Asia.Asia
SupercourseSupercourse.Japan.Japan
SupercourseSupercourse.Asia Network (SCAN).Asia Network (SCAN)
Anticipated BenefitsAnticipated Benefits
ConclusionsConclusions



IntroductionIntroduction
EducationEducation is the key to success.is the key to success.
HealthHealth is fundamental for people to attain is fundamental for people to attain 
sustainable development for the future.sustainable development for the future.
The The InternetInternet is rapidly becoming available is rapidly becoming available 
by all people in the world.by all people in the world.
Its Its costcost--effectiveeffective use can provide an use can provide an 
opportunity for fostering both education opportunity for fostering both education 
and health of people even in remote areas and health of people even in remote areas 
and islands. and islands. 



Human Capitals:Human Capitals:
Education, OnEducation, On--thethe--job trainingjob training

Physical & cognitive developmentPhysical & cognitive development

Economic Policies & InstitutionsEconomic Policies & Institutions
GovernanceGovernance

Provision of Public GoodsProvision of Public Goods

Enterprise Capital:Enterprise Capital:
InvestmentsInvestments

Teamwork & organization of workforceTeamwork & organization of workforce
Investment opportunitiesInvestment opportunities

Ability to attract labor & capitalAbility to attract labor & capital

Health as an Input into Economic DevelopmentHealth as an Input into Economic Development

Science & TechnologyScience & Technology
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Wireless Communication Wireless Communication 
in India at B.C. 3000!in India at B.C. 3000!



SupercourseSupercourse
--Epidemiology, the Internet Epidemiology, the Internet 

and Global Healthand Global Health--

Global Health Network (Global Health Network (GHNetGHNet) ) 
Dr Ron Dr Ron LaPorteLaPorte, University of Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh



What is the What is the SupercourseSupercourse??

A global library of lecturesA global library of lectures
Sharing our most exciting PowerPoint lectures and Sharing our most exciting PowerPoint lectures and 
other other ee--materialsmaterials on the Internet on the Internet 
A means of a continuing educationA means of a continuing education
Global and open source (free) Global and open source (free) 
Multiple Multiple languageslanguages and disciplines in medicineand disciplines in medicine



The Most Widely Spoken The Most Widely Spoken 
Language?Language?

BROKEN BROKEN 
ENGLISH!ENGLISH!



Teacher helping and teaching the teacherTeacher helping and teaching the teacher
1,500 lectures registered1,500 lectures registered
> 1,000 authors (lectures)> 1,000 authors (lectures)
Quality control of the lecturesQuality control of the lectures
Global participationGlobal participation
(>10,000 faculty; 134 countries)(>10,000 faculty; 134 countries)
Global mirror sitesGlobal mirror sites

What is the What is the SupercourseSupercourse??



http://www.http://www.pittpitt..eduedu/~super1//~super1/



http://www.http://www.pittpitt..eduedu/~super1/JIT//~super1/JIT/jitjit..htmhtm

JIT lectures:
• Tsunami
• SARS
• Avian Flu
• BSE, etc.



Health, Environment, Sustainable Health, Environment, Sustainable 
DevelopmentDevelopment
EpidemiologyEpidemiology
PathologyPathology
RehabilitationRehabilitation
Veterinary Preventive MedicineVeterinary Preventive Medicine
Behavioral Science, etc.Behavioral Science, etc.

SupercourseSupercourse CoursesCourses



SupercourseSupercourse Mirror SitesMirror Sites

44 44 mirrored sites in 28 countriesmirrored sites in 28 countries



What is the What is the SupercourseSupercourse.Asia?.Asia?

A regional library of lectures, most relevant to the A regional library of lectures, most relevant to the 
region in terms of languages, contents, etc.region in terms of languages, contents, etc.
Children and students = active partners Children and students = active partners 
To be managed by SCAN?To be managed by SCAN?



http://www.http://www.supercoursesupercourse--japanjapan.org/.org/



http://www.http://www.supercoursesupercourse--japanjapan.org/~work/040427/root/lecture/other/.org/~work/040427/root/lecture/other/NeubauerNeubauer/01.html/01.html



http://www.http://www.supercoursesupercourse--japanjapan.org/~work/040427/root/lecture/other/.org/~work/040427/root/lecture/other/SARS_TreatmentSARS_Treatment/02.html/02.html



Objectives of the ProjectObjectives of the Project
To establish the To establish the SupercourseSupercourse.Asia .Asia 
Network (SCAN)Network (SCAN)
To develop the To develop the SupercourseSupercourse.Asia (a .Asia (a 
model of model of ee--learninglearning for the Pacific for the Pacific 
Islands)Islands)
To provide the Pacific Islands an To provide the Pacific Islands an 
equitable opportunity of  education and equitable opportunity of  education and 
of attaining better healthof attaining better health



What is the SCAN?What is the SCAN?
A regional network of voluntary A regional network of voluntary 
people including children in people including children in 
academia, government, intacademia, government, int’’l/regional l/regional 
officesoffices
A regional body of coordinating the A regional body of coordinating the 
SupercourseSupercourse.Asia and disseminating .Asia and disseminating 
informationinformation



Who are the Potential Members?Who are the Potential Members?

Pacific Islands ForumPacific Islands Forum members members 
(academic staff, children etc.)(academic staff, children etc.)
Regional Agencies (Regional Agencies (UNESCOUNESCO, FAO, , FAO, 
UNDP, UNU, WB, UNDP, UNU, WB, ADBADB, WHO, , WHO, JICAJICA, , 
etc.) etc.) 
Regional universities (Hawaii, Regional universities (Hawaii, 
HokkaidoHokkaido, , RyukyusRyukyus, South Pacific etc), South Pacific etc)
Regional NGO/NPO, etc.Regional NGO/NPO, etc.



SCANSCAN’’ss Potential MembersPotential Members
(as of May 2005)(as of May 2005)



Conceptual Framework of the SCANConceptual Framework of the SCAN



Plan of Action of the Plan of Action of the SupercourseSupercourse.Asia .Asia 
Network for the Pacific IslandsNetwork for the Pacific Islands

SUPERCOURSE.ASIA NETWORK (SCAN)SUPERCOURSE.ASIA NETWORK (SCAN)
PACIFIC ISLANDS PACIFIC ISLANDS 

COUNTRIESCOUNTRIES

NCOE/NFP/K12 EducationNCOE/NFP/K12 Education

Needs assessmentNeeds assessment

Local/National WorkshopsLocal/National Workshops

Private SectorPrivate Sector

SupercourseSupercourse Lectures TranslationLectures Translation

Local FacultyLocal Faculty

Dissemination in local settingDissemination in local setting

Local Fund RaisingLocal Fund Raising
SUPERCOURSE.ASIA NATIONALSUPERCOURSE.ASIA NATIONAL

Hokkaido University Hokkaido University 

SUPERCOURSE.JAPANSUPERCOURSE.JAPAN

S O F TS O F T
Initial fund raisingInitial fund raising
CoordinationCoordination
FacultyFaculty
Review BoardReview Board
Peer ReviewPeer Review
Regional WorkshopsRegional Workshops

H A R DH A R D
Feasibility studies Feasibility studies 
& development& development
of ICT of ICT 
infrastructureinfrastructure
for Member for Member 
StatesStates
Fund raisingFund raising

International/Regional International/Regional 
Organizations & Organizations & 

UniversitiesUniversities

Advisory BoardAdvisory Board
ConsultationConsultation

FacultyFaculty
Human Resource DevelopmentHuman Resource Development

Fund raisingFund raising

SUPERCOURSE.ASIASUPERCOURSE.ASIA

SUPERCOURSE.ASIA FOR THE PACIFIC ISLANDSSUPERCOURSE.ASIA FOR THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

EDUCATION & HEALTH FOR ALLEDUCATION & HEALTH FOR ALL



Characteristics of Characteristics of 
SupercourseSupercourse.Asia Network (1).Asia Network (1)

It is based on the open source model, which allows free It is based on the open source model, which allows free 
redistribution, shows the source code, and allows redistribution, shows the source code, and allows 
modifications and derived works.modifications and derived works.

It provides for free the full content of the It provides for free the full content of the SupercourseSupercourse
lectures.lectures.

This is especially useful for developing countries and This is especially useful for developing countries and 
minority populations with limited access to resources.minority populations with limited access to resources.

It aims to overcome the digital divide by improving access in It aims to overcome the digital divide by improving access in 
places with low band width Internet connection.places with low band width Internet connection.

It is a teaching support system It is a teaching support system –– differing from a traditional differing from a traditional 
distance education system, in that it aims to teach the teachersdistance education system, in that it aims to teach the teachers..



Characteristics of Characteristics of 
SupercourseSupercourse.Asia Network (2).Asia Network (2)

It provides timely information for action It provides timely information for action –– one of the greatest one of the greatest 
advantages of having a regional faculty base with varied advantages of having a regional faculty base with varied 
areas of expertise.areas of expertise.

It can provide It can provide ““just in time lecturesjust in time lectures”” (JIT) which are very (JIT) which are very 
important in the field of public health (e.g., lectures on SARS important in the field of public health (e.g., lectures on SARS 
from the members of China and Singapore, tsunami and from the members of China and Singapore, tsunami and 
earthquakes from Russian and Iranian members).earthquakes from Russian and Iranian members).

It is a It is a ““hyperhyper--text comic book formattext comic book format””..

Hypertext links from text, images, tables, and pictures take Hypertext links from text, images, tables, and pictures take 
the reader to other relevant the reader to other relevant SupercourseSupercourse lectures, images, or lectures, images, or 
other websites on the Internet.other websites on the Internet.



Anticipated Benefits (1)Anticipated Benefits (1)

It can provide JIT lectures.It can provide JIT lectures.

The most important is the exchange of The most important is the exchange of 
information and the opportunity to work information and the opportunity to work 
together.together.

Mutual exchange of information among public Mutual exchange of information among public 
health researchers, public health practitioners, health researchers, public health practitioners, 
physicians, teachers, and students.physicians, teachers, and students.



Anticipated Benefits (2)Anticipated Benefits (2)
More efficient, faster, and inexpensive channels More efficient, faster, and inexpensive channels 
of information exchange to more people.of information exchange to more people.

This will facilitate increased cooperation, and is This will facilitate increased cooperation, and is 
necessary if we are to overcome the necessary if we are to overcome the 
information divide, and allow the benefits of information divide, and allow the benefits of 
new public health discoveries to reach the last new public health discoveries to reach the last 
mile, to the most impoverished population.mile, to the most impoverished population.



ConclusionConclusionss
The SCAN can help reach the unreachable by The SCAN can help reach the unreachable by 
pproviding an excellent opportunity for learning for roviding an excellent opportunity for learning for 
children, young and senior peoplechildren, young and senior people..
Collaboration among US will help in rapid, onCollaboration among US will help in rapid, on--time, time, 
and efficient transmission and sharing of education and efficient transmission and sharing of education 
and public health information.and public health information.
The proposed system will help attain better health The proposed system will help attain better health 
and QOL of all in the Regions through a global and QOL of all in the Regions through a global 
village of universal learning and costvillage of universal learning and cost--effective use of effective use of 
the Internet.the Internet.



Thank YouThank You
““ArigatouArigatou””


