
In addition, a small number of institutes operating under the
authority of provincial governments or other social and political
organizations actively participate in public policy formulation. 

Based on the degree of involvement in policy formulation,
PPRIs can be categorized as: (i) policy-oriented research insti-
tutes, which are normally parts of the ministries; (ii) basic social
research institutes, which are mainly those under the VASS; (iii)
basic natural research institutes, which are mainly those under
the VAST; and (iv) applied research institutes, which conduct
technology research and, therefore, contribute the technological
contents of the policies. 

When were PPRIs created? 
PPRIs were created mainly in the period from the 1960s to

the 1990s. The 1990s saw a particularly strong growth in the
number of newly-created PPRIs with 28, most of which were
attached to ministries and directly involved in the policy making
process. The increase in the number of PPRIs also reflects that
many ministries, when faced with economic reform and interna-
tional integration, lacked the necessary bodies responsible for
developing long- and medium-term policies. 

Table 1.
Creation periods of PPRIs

Policy- Basic Basic Applied
Decades oriented social natural research Total

research research research
1950s 1 1 7 9
1960s 3 8 1 14 26
1970s 4 5 3 13 25
1980s 6 3 1 10 20
1990s 10 3 7 8 28
2000s 1 1 2
Total 24 19 13 54 110

Source: GSO survey and our calculations
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