
Repairs and rebuilding in the area designated as ‘outside the buffer zone’ 
attract financial assistance. By November 2005, 22,700 had received the first 
installment of Rs.50,000 (US$500) for reconstructing fully damaged houses and 31,920 
for renovating partly damaged houses (Table 5). The fact that a relatively large number 
of households have obtained the first installment has been hailed by the World Bank as 
an indicator of its success: 

“Money, whether it’s from the Bank or other donors, is expected to flow quite 
smoothly to the 34,000 or so houses outside the buffer zone set-back from the 
sea.”27 

However, it should be noted that very few have yet progressed beyond the first 
installment. It is still too early to assess the likely progress of this programme. But as 
we discuss later the relatively large number of households that have received the first 
installment may not be a good indicator of how this programme will perform over time. 

 
Table 5. Assistance to Owner Build Housing: Status (November 2005) 

 
Fully Damaged Houses 

(US$2,500) 
Partially Damaged Houses 

(US$1,000) 

 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 2nd 

Ampara 4963 492 0 0 11068 318 

Batticaloa 10448 1591 604 70 5332 512 

Galle 2112 153 45 15 5697 166 

Hambantota 209 74 31 10 980 693 

Jaffna 33 20 6 0 518 482 

Kalutara 543 234 21 1 2583 1271 

Matara 707 515 227 102 3987 3196 

Trincomalee 1127 760 417 249 1709 742 

Colombo 12 12 10 7 15 9 

Total 22700 3851 1361 454 31920 7413 

Source: TAFREN (2005), “Owner Build Housing”, November 2005. 

 

                                                 
27 World Bank website (accessed 07/09/05) 
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