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and feminization of the elderly population. This has important implications for the resources 
needed for retirement and health care. 

Selected indicators of Singapore’s demographic profile for its resident population are 
provided in Table 1. Singapore’s rapid aging becomes particularly evident after 2010 (Table 
1). Thus, population aged above 65 years, as projected by The United Nations, will increase 
from about 0.46 million in 2010 to 1.41 million in 2030, an increase of 207% in just two 
decades (Table 1). 

Table 1: Selected Ageing Indicators in Singapore 
 Population aged 65+ 

Medium Variant 
Population aged 80+ 

Medium Variant
Dependency Ratio 

Medium variant 
Working-

age/Elderly
Year (thousands) (Percent) (thousands) (Percent) (Total) (Child) (Old 

age) 
2000 287 7.2 48 1.2 41 31 10 10.0
2010 461 10.0 88 1.9 35 21 13 7.7
2020 871 17.5 153 3.1 43 18 25 4.0
2030 1411 26.8 291 5.5 69 24 45 2.2
2050 1632 31.3 730 14.0 78 23 56 1.8

Source: Calculated from Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations 
Secretariat, World Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision and World Urbanization Prospects: The 2003 Revision, 
http://esa.un.org/unpp, 29 August 2007; 6:23:22 PM. 

Life expectancy at age 65, currently at 17.2 years for men, and 20.6 years for women (ROS, 
DOS 2008) is also expected to rise, thereby posing even greater challenges in managing an 
aging society. The working-age persons to elderly ratio will decline from 7.7 in 2010, to 2.2 in 
2030, and further to 1.8 in 2050. The median age of the resident population in 2007 was 
36.4 years, and this is expected to increase to 53.7 by 2050 (ROS, DOS 2008; UN 2006). 

The above dynamics of rapid aging is evident from the population pyramids for Singapore 
over the period 2000–2050 (Figure 1). The changes in age-structures revealed by the 
pyramid in 2010 and in 2050 are particularly striking. In 2010, the largest number of men and 
women were in the 40–44 age–group; but by 2050, it is projected that the largest number of 
females will be in the 75–79 age group; and males in the 55–59 age group. This also 
suggests increasing feminization of the elderly population. 




