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Table 1: ASEAN Key Economic Indicators, 2006 
Country Population 

(thousand) 
GDP
(current 
US$ 
million) 

GDP
per 
capita 
(US$) 

Trade 
per 
capita 
(US$ 
2004–
2006) 

Trade to 
GDP
ratio 
(2003–
2005)  

Merchandise 
exports 
f.o.b.
(US$ mil.) 

Merchandise 
Imports 
c.i.f. 
(US$ mil.) 

ASEAN 10
Brunei 
Darussalam  

381 6,400 16,798 22,368
(2003–

2005)

147.6
(2003–
2005)

7,700 1,730

Cambodia 14,351 7,193 501 516
(2003–

2005)

133.1
(2003–
2005)

3,800 4,900 
(f.o.b.)

Indonesia 223,042 364,459 1,634 562
(2001–

2003

60.4
(2001–
2003)

103,487 80,333

Lao PDR 5,765 3,404 590 314
(2003–

2005)

69.7
(2003–
2005)

874 1,060

Malaysia 25,767 148,940 5,780 11,603 221.5 160,676 131,152
Myanmar 50,962 n.a. n.a. 108.0 n.a. 4,250 2,460
Philippines 84,590 116,931 1,382 1,210 99.9 47,037 51,522

(f.o.b.)
Singapore 4,393 132,159 30,084 124,769 454.4 221,772 238,652
Thailand 64,724 206,247 3,187 4,052 143.5 130,790 128,636
Viet Nam 84,108 60,884 724 922 144.4 39,605 44,410

Note: n. a.: Not Available. 

Source: http://stat.wto.org/Home/WSDBHome.aspx?Language=E. (Accessed on 16 April 2008). 

Subsequently, the development of a competitive air services policy was included as one item 
of the integrated implementation program for the ASEAN Plan of Action in Transport and 
Communications in 1997 (ASEAN Secretariat undated (b), 
http://www.aseansec.org/7819.htm Accessed 15 May 2008). This was targeted at the 
ASEAN Sub-regional Groupings/Growth Areas. The development of an ASEAN Open-Sky 
Policy was also considered as another area of possible cooperation. An internal ASEAN 
Secretariat study on “Preparing ASEAN for Open Sky” was commissioned. 

Later in 2002, the ASEAN Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on Air Freight Services 
was inked (Table 2). However, contracting parties are allowed to operate only all-cargo 
services up to 100 tons weekly based on a point-to-point route, with no limitations on 
frequency and aircraft type. Third and Fourth Freedom Rights are included in this 
agreement.1 In 2007, the agreement was amended to increase the permitted capacity to 250 
tons weekly.  

                                                
1  The Third Freedom of the Air or Third Freedom Right is the right or privilege, in respect to scheduled 

international air services, granted by one State to another State to put down, in the territory of the first State, 
traffic coming from the home State of the carrier. The Fourth Freedom Right is the right to take on, in the 
territory of the first State, traffic destined for the home State of the carrier. 


