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Table 1: Selected Aggregate Indicators for the GMS and PRC, 20066 

 Population 
(m) 

GDP 
(US$b)

GNI per 
capita (USD)

Intra-GMS share 
of total Exports 1

Intra-GMS share 
of total Imports 1

    No 
PRC PRC No PRC PRC 

Cambodia 14.2 7.3 490 2.5% 3.6% 2.5% 3.9% 

Lao PDR 5.8 3.4 500 17.9% 20.7% 19.6% 22.6% 

Myanmar 48.4 .. 2812 36.3% 43.2% 35.9% 43.1% 

Thailand 63.4 206.3 3,050 3.0% 13.8% 3.1% 14.0% 

Viet Nam 84.1 61.0 700 1.7% 10.3% 1.8% 10.6% 

PRC Total 1,311.8 2,644.7 2,000 2.1% 2.2% 

PRC GMS3 92.3 75.4 702 n/a n/a 
Source: World Bank 2008b, except the following: 

1. GTAP Database V7 base year 2004, without PRC/with PRC. 

2. ADB 2008a.  

3. Yunnan and Guangxi: Population 2003, GDP 2004, GDP per capita, 2005 (Akrasanee 2006); n/a- not available. 

There is also variation across the region in terms of intra-regional trade dependence and the 
degree to which the PRC plays a role in that dependence (last two columns of Table 1).7 The 
highest dependency rate is found in Myanmar where over 35% of its imports and exports are 
sourced within the GMS. The PRC appears to play a small but significant role, increasing 
those shares by about 7%. Cambodia and Lao PDR do not appear to be overly dependent 
on the PRC. Indeed, their intra-GMS trade shares change little whether the PRC is included 
or not. The two economies most dependent on the connection with the PRC appear to be 
Thailand and Viet Nam. The share of Thailand’s imports sourced from GMS changes by a 
factor of 4.6 depending on whether the PRC is included. For Viet Nam it is even higher, 
increasing 5.5 times. This closer link with the PRC in terms of trade is apparent in the results 
shown later in the paper. 

In terms of physical measures, such as population density and land area, again GMS 
countries vary. Land area ranges from under 180 million km2 in the case of Cambodia to 
over 650 million km2 for Myanmar (Table 2). Population density ranges from 25 people per 
square kilometer in Lao PDR to over ten times this density in Viet Nam, at 271 people per 
square kilometer. It is notable from Table 2, that the poorest countries—i.e., Cambodia, Lao 
PDR, and Myanmar—all have limited road networks with less than 15% of roads paved. 
These are also countries with relatively low population densities and limited resources to 
provide rural populations with access to markets and the accompanying opportunities. 
Movement by rail in the region is also fairly limited. 

                                                 
6 Gross national income (GNI) per capita is the measure now favored by the World Bank; it used to be known as 

gross national product (GNP) per capita.  
7 Table A3 presents detailed intra-GMS export flows. The variation in intra-GMS exports is substantial for some 

industries as shown in the table. 




