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Table 1: Real GDP Growth of ASEAN, Developing Asia and the World 
Country Average Growtha Projected Growthb  

1990–99 2000–2007 2008 2009 2010 
Brunei Darussalam 2.1 2.3 -2.7 -0.4 2.3 
Cambodia  .. 9.5 6.5 2.5 4.0 
Indonesia  4.1 5.1 6.1 3.6 5.0 
Lao PDR 6.4 6.6 7.2 5.5 5.7 
Malaysia  7.1 5.6 4.6 -0.2 4.4 
Myanmar  6.0 12.0 2.0a 6.0a 4.0a 

Philippines  2.8 5.1 4.6 2.5 3.5 
Singapore 7.5 6.0 1.1 -5.0 3.5 
Thailand 5.1 5.0 2.6 -2.0 3.5 
Vietnam  7.4 7.6 6.2 -2.0 3.0 
ASEAN-5 4.6 5.4 4.3 0.7 4.2 
World 2.9 4.1 3.9a 3.0a 4.2a 

Developing Asia 7.2 8.1 6.3 3.4 6.0 
Note: Developing Asia composed of 23 countries which includes ASEAN 5 (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 
Singapore, and Thailand), India, PRC and 16 other Asian countries.2 

Sources: aIMF World Economic Outlook October 2008b; bADB Asian Development Outlook 2009b. 

ASEAN- 5 is estimated to have grown by 4.3% in 2008; growth in 2009 is projected to be 
significantly lower at 0.7%, but recovery is expected in 2010 (ADB 2009b). The global 
economic crisis has hit export-oriented ASEAN countries the hardest. A recession is 
imminent in both Singapore and Thailand, while growth in Malaysia is expected to be 
minimal (World Bank 2009). This reduction in growth could negatively affect investments in 
infrastructure, precisely at a time when they are needed the most. Accelerating infrastructure 
development at this juncture will be critical not only to address current shortfalls, but also to 
cushion the impact of the global financial and economic crisis on economic growth in the 
region. 

While ASEAN has enjoyed impressive growth in the last decade, this growth has also 
created huge pressures on its infrastructure stock. A large imbalance in basic infrastructure 
exists among ASEAN member countries (Table 2). For instance, only 5% of the population in 
Myanmar has access to electricity, compared to 80% in Indonesia. Cambodia, Indonesia and 
Viet Nam trail other countries in the region in terms of access to sanitation infrastructure. 
The number of telephone subscribers is also quite low in Cambodia and Myanmar. 

Table 2: Infrastructure Access Indicators in Selected ASEAN Member Countries  
(% of total population) 

Infrastructure Cambodia Indonesia Myanmar Viet Nam
Electricity  10.0 80.0 5.0 60.0
Water  34.0 78.0 80.0 73.0
Sanitation 16.0 52.0 73.0 41.0
Teledensity 38.0 127.0 8.0 88.0
Road Density (population) 1.0 1.7       - 1.2
Road Density (area) 70.0 203.0       - 287.0

Notes: Electricity: Access to electricity network; Water: access to improved water sources; Sanitation: access to 
improved sanitation; Teledensity: telephone subscribers per thousand population; Road density (population): road 
km/ 1,000 people; Road density (area): road km/ 1,000sq.km; -- where data is not available 

Source: Estache and Goicoechea 2005.  

                                                 
2 Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Fiji, Kiribati, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, 

Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Tonga, Vanuatu, and Viet Nam. 
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