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Map 2: Trans-Asian Railway Network 

 
Source: UNESCAP (2008c) 

In parallel with the formulation and formalization of the TAR network, UNESCAP has 
promoted the operational integration of national railway networks through the implementation 
of a series of demonstration runs of container block-trains along the TAR northern corridor. 
During 2003–2004, four demonstration runs were successfully implemented: from Tianjin 
(PRC) to Ulaanbaatar (Mongolia), from Lianyungang (PRC) to Almaty (Kazakhstan), from 
Brest (Belarus) to Ulaanbaatar (Mongolia), and from Nakhodka (Russian Federation) to 
Malacewicze (Poland). These runs demonstrated the capability of railways to develop 
efficient container services and to serve the international movement of containers within Asia 
and between Asia and Europe. The number of trains that operated on the route of 
Nakhodka/Vostochnaya–Almaty-Assake, which started operation in February 2003, reached 
107 trains from January–August 2007. In 2007, 31 container block train services were in 
operation along the route linking the PRC, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, and the Russian 
Federation. 
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