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T
he study benefited from 26 background papers prepared 
and reviewed by distinguished scholars. Five workshops 
were held in Bangkok, Beijing, New Delhi, and Tokyo in 
2008 to exchange views on background papers and draft 
chapters of the book. This ADB and ADBI joint study 

was led by ADBI and conducted in collaboration with ADB under the 
overall guidance of Masahiro Kawai (Dean, ADBI) and Rajat M. Nag 
(Managing Director General, ADB). 

Biswa Nath Bhattacharyay (Special Advisor to the Dean, ADBI) 
served as the task manager and coordinated, managed, and finalized 
the study. In addition, he played a leading and pivotal role in preparing 
the final book, as well as drafting Chapter 1 (Infrastructure Needs 
and Regional Cooperation), Chapter 4 (Developing Effective Policies 
and Institutions), and Chapter 6 (Toward a Seamless Asia). Chapter 
2 (Supporting Regional Trade and Investment) was drafted by ADB’s 
Douglas Brooks, and Chapter 3 (Harnessing the Benefits of Regional 
Infrastructure) by ADBI’s Susan Stone. Vito Tanzi drafted an earlier 
version of Chapter 4, and Centennial Group’s Harinder Kohli drafted 
Chapter 5 (Financing Regional Infrastructure). Philippe Legrain 
drafted the executive summary and served as the economics editor. 

Many individuals from ADBI’s and ADB’s management and staff 
contributed to the book. The study was conducted under the guidance 
of a steering committee chaired by Messrs. Kawai and Nag and 
comprising Philip Erquiaga, Klaus Gerhaeusser, Jeremy H. Hovland, 
Jong-Wha Lee, Juan Miranda, Sultan Rahman, Kazu Sakai, Kunio 
Senga, Arjun Thapan, and Xianbin Yao. A working group—comprising 
Ashok Bhargava, Ronnie Butiong, A. Barend Frielink, Robert Guild, 
David Kruger, Jayant Menon, Kala Mulqueeny, Soo Nam Oh, Graham 
Settle, Ajay Sagar, Diwesh Sharan, Anil Terway, and Jo Yamagata—
reviewed background papers and draft chapters, and provided detailed 
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comments. Mario Lamberte and Rita Nangia also provided useful 
comments on the book. 

An external advisory board reviewed draft chapters and provided 
very useful comments. The board consisted of the following members: 
Isher Judge Ahluwalia (Indian Council for Research on International 
Economic Relations), Mahani Zainal Abidin (Institute of Strategic and 
International Studies Malaysia), Masahisa Fujita (Research Institute 
of Economy Trade and Industry, Japan), Mark Johnson (Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Business Advisory Council and Australian 
Gas Light Company), Johannes F. Linn (Wolfensohn Center for 
Development, The Brookings Institution), Peter Petri (International 
Business School, Brandeis University), Surin Pitsuwan (Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] Secretariat), and Weimin Ren 
(Division of Bilateral and Regional Affairs, Department of International 
Cooperation, Ministry of Cooperation, People’s Republic of China). 
Masaki Omura (Japan Bank for International Cooperation) and 
Masakazu Sakaguchi (ADB) also provided valuable comments. Richard 
Pomfret (The University of Adelaide) was the external reviewer. 

Stephen Banta was the manuscript editor. Ainslie Smith coordinated 
the production. Vu Anh Tuan and Marie Danielle V. Guillen assisted 
in research and administration. Prabir De assisted in reviewing the 
prepublication version. Michael Cortes of FandMDesign Inc. designed 
the book layout and cover artwork. Kazumi Hasegawa and Hideki Miura 
assisted with administrative matters.


