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Figure 2: US Antidumping Activity Against Japan and the PRC, 1979–2008 

AD = antidumping, PRC = People’s Republic of China, US = United States. 

Note: Count is number of antidumping investigations initiated during those years that resulted in the imposition of final 
antidumping measures. 

Source: Compiled by the authors from Bown (2009a). 

After 1988, US use of AD against Japan slowly declined, whether measured by the number 
of new measures imposed on Japanese exporters or by Japan’s share in total US use of AD. 
At the same time, US use of AD shifted dramatically toward imposition of new import 
restrictions against the PRC. During the second half of the period (1999–2008), the US 
imposed more than 50 new AD import restrictions on PRC exporters, and these restrictions 
were roughly a third of all AD measures the US imposed during this period. 
Figure 3 illustrates the time pattern of US AD investigations and measures imposed against 
Japan (Panel A, 1979–2000) and against the PRC (Panel A, 1989–2007) as compared with 
the growth of the US bilateral trade deficit (normalized as a share of the total value of 
bilateral trade) with each country. The data show a strong positive correlation over time 
between the size of the bilateral trade deficit and the frequency with which the partner has 
become a target of US AD to limit the trading partner’s export expansion into the US market. 
However, while US AD activity against Japan began to decline as the yen rose in value 
relative to the US dollar in 1985, AD activity against the PRC continued unabated even after 
the yuan began to appreciate relative to the dollar in 2005. 
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