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Ifzal Ali is Chief Economist, Economics and Research Department, ADB. Over his career 
in ADB he assumed various key positions including Senior Strategic Planning Officer, 
Assistant Treasurer and Deputy Treasurer. Prior to ADB, he was Professor/Chairman of 
the Economics Area in the India Institute of Management in Ahmedabad. His research 
interests include the role of macro and microeconomic policy reforms in the context of 
globalization and competitiveness for the developing countries of Asia. His research 
focus in the past two years has been on inclusive growth. He holds a PhD in economics 
from John Hopkins University.   
 
Mohamed Ariff is the Executive Director of the Malaysian Institute of Economic Research 
(MIER). He was the Chair of Analytical Economics at the University of Malaya where he 
also served as Dean of the faculty of economics and administration. He was conferred 
emeritus professorship by the University of Malaya in 2004 and “Datukship” by His 
Majesty the King in 2007. He has authored, co-authored and edited many books and 
monographs, in addition to publishing numerous articles in academic journals and mass 
media. His work deals with international trade, foreign direct investments and regional 
economic integration. He obtained his PhD in 1970 at the University of Lancaster, 
England, as a Commonwealth Scholar.   

Akira Ariyoshi is the Director of the IMF Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, 
monitoring regional economic and financial developments in the region. He joined 
Japan's Ministry of Finance as a career civil servant in 1976, and held a variety of 
positions, most recently Deputy Director-General of the International Bureau. He also 
has worked at the IMF in Washington, D.C. on two occasions, most recently from 1998 
to 2000 as Assistant Director of the Monetary and Exchange Affairs Department (now 
Monetary and Financial Systems Department). He holds a PhD in economics from the 
University of Oxford. 

Iwan Azis is a Professor and Director of Graduate Study in Regional Science at Cornell 
University. He was the Chair of the economics department at the University of Indonesia 
and Director of the Inter University Center for Economics. He conducted research and 
consulting work for various international organizations, universities and governments. He 
has addressed topics of financial economics, regional economic modeling, and linkages 
between macro-financial policy and social issues. During the last five years he has 
published numerous articles, and is currently working on two books. In 2006 he received 
a "Distinguished Scholar in Regional Science, Financial Economics, and Economic 
Modeling," award (in Lisbon, Portugal). He is a regular Visiting Fellow at ADBI.  

Thanong Bidaya is a Visiting Fellow at ADBI. He served as Associate Researcher at the 
World Bank, and later as Assistant Professor at the National Institute of Development 
Administration (NIDA) in Thailand. His private sector experience includes the Thai 
Military Bank (TMB) and the Shinnawatra group developing project finance for 
telecommunications systems. In 1993 he became President of TMB, and in 1997 he was 
appointed Finance Minister to manage Thailand’s economic crisis. He was appointed 
Chairman of the National Economic and Social Development Board as well as Thai 
Airways International before joining the Thai cabinet as Commerce Minister. He later 



served again as Finance Minister from 2005 to 2006. He received a PhD in management 
and a master’s degree in economics from Northwestern University.   

Siow Yue Chia is a Senior Research Fellow at Singapore Institute of International Affairs. 
She was formerly a Professor of Economics at the National University of Singapore and 
retired as Director of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in 2002. She was the 
Regional Coordinator of the East Asian Development Network and has also been a 
consultant to several international and regional organizations. She has published 
extensively, with over 150 books and journal and professional articles. Her research 
interests include the Singaporean economy; economic integration and regional trading 
agreements in ASEAN and APEC; international trade and FDI in the Asia-Pacific; and 
poverty, economic development and labor migration in East Asia. She has a PhD in 
economics from McGill University. 

Antoni Estevadeordal is Manager of the Integration and Trade Sector at the Inter-
American Development Bank (IADB). He has expertise in trade policy, economic 
integration and regional cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean, Asia and 
Europe. He is responsible for IADB operational support, technical assistance and the 
policy research program on trade development issues and regional integration initiatives. 
He coordinates several joint initiatives with partner agencies. Before joining IADB he 
taught at the University of Barcelona and Harvard University. He has published in major 
journals and contributed to several books. He has coordinated several IADB reports and 
is currently preparing a report on Latin America and India. He has a PhD in economics 
from Harvard University.  

Masahiro Kawai joined ADBI as Dean in 2007 after serving as Head of ADB’s Office of 
Regional Economic Integration. Previously, he was a Professor of Economics at the 
University of Tokyo. He also served as Deputy Vice Minister of Finance for International 
Affairs of Japan’s Ministry of Finance and Chief Economist for the World Bank’s East 
Asia and the Pacific region. He was a consultant at the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System and at the International Monetary Fund and Special Research 
Advisor at the Institute of Fiscal and Monetary Policy in Japan's Ministry of Finance. He 
has published numerous books and academic articles on economic globalization and 
regionalization, and regional financial integration and cooperation in East Asia. He 
earned his PhD in economics from Stanford University.  

Justin Yifu Lin is Professor and Founding Director of the China Centre for Economic 
Research (CCER) at Peking University and Professor of Economics at Hong Kong 
University of Science and Technology. He is also a Senior Advisor to the Drafting 
Committee of China's Tenth Five-year Plan, the State Leading Group of IT Development, 
and the mayors of Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin and Liaoning Province. He is a member of 
the National Committee, China People's Political Consultation Conference. He is the 
author of eight books, including The China Miracle: Development Strategy and 
Economic Reform and State-owned Enterprise Reform. He has published over 100 
articles in refereed international journals and other publications on history, development 
and transition. He received his PhD in economics from the University of Chicago. 

Peter McCawley is a former Dean of the ADBI and Visiting Fellow at the Australian 
National University. He has worked as an adviser to the Australian Government, 
Indonesian Ministry of Finance and various international agencies, on foreign aid and 



international economic issues. He was the former Deputy Director General of AusAID 
where he served on its Executive Committee until 2002, and a member of ADB's Board 
of Directors from 1992 to 1996. He has regularly been involved in the negotiations for 
the replenishment of ADB's Asian Development Fund. He has published numerous 
articles in academic journals and the media. He graduated from the Australian National 
University with a PhD in economics. 

Peter Petri is Dean of the International Business School and the Carl J. Shapiro 
Professor of International Finance at Brandeis University. He has served as Visiting 
Scholar at the OECD Development Centre, as a Fulbright Research Scholar at Keio 
University and as a Brookings Policy Fellow. He has consulted for the World Bank, 
OECD, and United Nations. He is a member of the Board of the US Asia Pacific Council, 
the International Advisory Group of the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council’s Trade 
Policy Forum, the PAFTAD International Steering Committee and a former Chair of the 
US APEC Study Center Consortium. He received his PhD in economics from Harvard 
University.  

Yasuyuki Sawada is an Associate Professor of Economics at the Graduate School of 
Economics, Tokyo University. His field of expertise includes development economics, 
applied micro-econometrics and field surveys. He has worked on both micro-
econometric studies of household poverty and community participation and on 
macroeconomic analyses of debt and currency crises of middle- and low-income 
countries. His current interests include natural and manmade disasters, official 
development assistance, economic analysis of suicide, dualistic development, and intra-
household resource allocation in Japan. He has a PhD in economics from Stanford 
University.   

Aftab Seth is Chairman of the International Advisory Committee and Professor of Global 
Security Research Institute, Keio University. He is a former Ambassador of India to 
Japan, Greece, Viet Nam and Federal States of Micronesia. He is a member of the 
Advisory Board of the Global Indian International School of Tokyo and the Board of 
Management Indian Institute of Foreign Trade. He is also Chairman of the International 
Advisory Board World Peace & Development Association, People's Republic of China, 
and Director to the Japan-India Association. He was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford and 
received his law degree from the American College of Greece. 

Shinji Takagi is a Visiting Fellow at ADBI and Professor of Economics at the Graduate 
School of Economics, Osaka University. His numerous professional appointments have 
included Economist, International Monetary Fund; Senior Economist, Japanese Ministry 
of Finance; Visiting Professor of Economics, Yale University; and Advisor, IMF 
Independent Evaluation Office. He is a specialist in international monetary economics 
and is the author of over 70 publications, including four books. His recent work has dealt 
with exchange rate policy, emerging market crises, capital market development and 
regional policy cooperation. His textbook on international monetary economics is 
currently in its third edition. He holds a PhD in economics from the University of 
Rochester. 
 
Hiroshi Watanabe is Special Advisor to the President of the Japan Center for 
International Finance (JCIF), and is Japan’s former Vice Minister of Finance for 
International Affairs. He joined the Ministry of Finance in 1972 and served in many areas, 



including taxation policy formulation. From 1998 to 2001 he served as the personal 
secretary to then Finance Minister Kiichi Miyazawa and took the leadership in the 
discussion on the New Miyazawa Initiative to assist crisis-affected Asian countries. In 
addition, as a senior official of the International Bureau of Japan’s Ministry of Finance 
from 2001 to 2003, he focused on promoting Asian monetary cooperation and bilateral 
assistance. He graduated with a law degree from the University of Tokyo and holds a 
master’s degree in economics from Brown University. 

Yuen Pau Woo is President and Co-CEO of the Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada. He 
is Canada's representative on the Standing Committee of the Pacific Economic 
Cooperation Council (PECC) chairing the Pacific Economic Outlook forecasting panel 
and he coordinates the annual State of the Region report. He is Director of the APEC 
Study Centre in Canada and is on the management boards of the National Centres of 
Excellence in Immigration (University of British Columbia and Simon Fraser University) 
and Emerging Markets (University of Ottawa). He is also an advisor to the Centre for 
Asia Pacific Initiatives at the University of Victoria, the Shanghai WTO Affairs 
Consultation Centre, and the Asian Development Bank. He was educated at the 
University of Cambridge and the University of London.  


