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B. The Agrarian Reform Community Project and Its Interventions 

With the aim of reducing poverty among the most disadvantaged communities in the 
Philippines, the government has launched a number of projects. The ARCP is one such 
project design based on the ARC development strategy and the overarching goal of poverty 
reduction of the ADB (ADB, 1999). 

Previously, agrarian reform in the Philippines failed since land distribution was not 
complemented by support services and infrastructure development. Under the present 
ARCP, many beneficiaries have already received land titles. ARCs, however, remain without 
much-needed infrastructure, e.g., farm-to-market roads, potable water, communal irrigation, 
and supported services. 

The ARCP is aiming to reduce the poverty of around 200,000 people in 140 ARCs in 35 
provinces with specific emphasis in Mindanao (50% of total investment) and Visayas 
(21.5%), where the incidence of poverty is remarkably high (Figure 1). The ARCP aims to 
reduce poverty by providing infrastructure and by developing support services for agricultural 
enterprises and a capability-building program for Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) 
staff, local government units, and ARC organizations (ADB, 1998). 

Figure 1: Areas under the ARCP 
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