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Chongqing and Hebei all benefited from their low income disparities and high sex 
equality, although their unemployment rates were below average.  

Does social equity relate to the level of economic development? Figure 1 indicates that 
there is a positive relationship between the two, although not necessarily, as Kuznets 
suggested, in an inverted U shape curve (between income and income inequality).  

Figure 1. Is There a Correlation between Social Equity & Economic Development? 
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For Public Services (Figure A7), Beijing, Xinjiang, Tianjin, Shanxi and Shaanxi ranked 
high. They all have relatively high school completion ratios for primary and junior 
secondary students. Their public expenditures on education and public health, as ratios 
to GDP, were also relatively high. Ningxia and Tibet also hold good positions (seventh 
and eighth). Tibet’s school completion ratio is still low, but it has a high proportion of 
government spending on education and public health. Guangxi, Sichuan, Chongqing (all 
in the southwest) and Anhui ranked low, because of their low government spending on 
public services.  

For Social Security (Figure A8), Shanghai, Tianjin, Jiangsu, Guangdong and Liaoning 
are the top five. Beijing, although being the capital city, ranked very low (30th), only 
above Tibet. Its coverage rates of basic pension insurance and unemployment insurance 
are very low, and its basic medical insurance is below average.  

For Infrastructure (Figure A9), not surprisingly, the three large cities of Shanghai, Beijing 
and Tianjin have the highest ranks. Following them are Guangdong, Liaoning, Jiangsu 
and Shandong, all east coast provinces. There is a high correlation between 
infrastructure and economic development (corr=0.912, see Table 2). Quizhou and Tibet 
have the lowest scores, due not only to their low achievements in economic 
development (thus lower demand for infrastructure and lower financial capability), but 
also their unfavorable geographic situations, which make highway and railway 
construction difficult. Heilongjiang ranked also low, partially because of its low rate for 
villages connected with highways.  


