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Fourth place belongs to Guangdong province, which experienced more rapid economic 
development than other provinces during the 1980s and 1990s, being a pioneer province 
in the early stage of economic reform. It also benefited from its geographic proximity to 
Hong Kong. Zhejiang and Jiangsu, two southeast coast provinces in the Yangzi River 
delta region, both with good economic performance, ranked at fifth and sixth places. 
Liaoning, Shandong, Fujian and Hebei (seventh to tenth place) are also coast provinces 
of the PRC.  

At the low level of development are Tibet, Guizhou, Qinghai, Gansu and Ningxia (31st - 
27th), etc. They are either southwestern or northwestern provinces. In the middle, there 
are a number of northeast, central and western provinces.  

Figure A1 (see Appendix) more clearly illustrates the relative position of provinces in 
overall development. In general, there is a clear link between the level of development 
and geographic location. Ten of the 11 east coast provinces (except Hainan) ranked in 
the top ten places. Ten of the 12 western province plus two central provinces ranked in 
the lowest twelve places.  

The ten field indices and one reference index are illustrated in Figures A2 – A12 in the 
Appendix. For Economic Development (Field 1), the ranks are close to those of the 
overall index (Figure A2). The two series of scores have a high correlation coefficient, 
equal to 0.917 (see Table 2 for the correlation coefficient matrix), although all ten field 
indices are equally weighted for overall development. This indicates that economic 
development grasps a large part of the common features of other development 
indicators. Nevertheless, we can also see that economic development does not cover 
everything.  

Table 2. Correlation Coefficients of the Overall Index and Field Indices 

  OVR EDV PRD HD EDU SE PBS SS IFR EVP IDV NRG
OVR 1.000            
EDV 0.917 1.000           
PRD 0.733 0.613 1.000          
HD 0.671 0.507 0.407 1.000         

EDU 0.852 0.670 0.552 0.638 1.000        
SE 0.667 0.538 0.361 0.510 0.798 1.000       

PBS 0.424 0.496 0.356 -0.078 0.465 0.439 1.000      
SS 0.674 0.446 0.540 0.542 0.659 0.388 -0.056 1.000     
IFR 0.868 0.912 0.592 0.395 0.706 0.531 0.594 0.485 1.000    
EVP 0.322 0.287 0.213 0.350 0.086 0.041 -0.267 0.035 0.073 1.000   
IDV 0.787 0.706 0.506 0.741 0.575 0.368 -0.031 0.631 0.602 0.494 1.000  

NRG -0.198 -0.162 -0.149 -0.334 -0.218 -0.216 0.145 -0.200 -0.149 -0.364 -0.483 1.000
Notes: 
OVR=overall development EDV=Economic Development 
PRD=Productivity and R&D HD=Human Development 
EDU=Education SE=Social Equity 
PBS=Public Services SS=Social Security 
IFR=Infrastructure EVP=Environment Protection 
IDV=Institutional Development NRG=Natural Resources and Geographic Location 


