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were severely damaged. The Eastern Province was particularly hard hit accounting for 
nearly half of total deaths and displaced persons as well as numbers of houses 
damaged (Table 1). The severity of the tsunami disaster in the Northern and Eastern 
Provinces compounded problems arising from two decades of conflict between the 
Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The 
majority of an estimated 360,000 conflict-related internally displaced people lived in 
these two provinces. From the very early stages, there were concerns about how 
assistance could be channelled to LTTE-controlled areas. However, basic relief supplies 
did manage to get through to affected people during the early phases of the relief effort. 

Table 1: Key Human and Asset Loss by District/Province 
 

District/Province No. of 
Deathsa 

No. of 
Displaceda 

No. of Damaged 
Housesb 

Galle 4,214 128,077 12,781 
Matara 1,342 13,305 7,464 
Hambantota 4,500 17,723 4,084 
Southern Province 10,056 159,105 24,329 
Colombo 79 31,239 5,984 
Gampaha 6 1,449 675 
Kalutara 256 27,713 6,124 
Western Province 341 60,401 12,783 
Ampara 10,440 75,238 24,438 
Batticaloa 2,840 61,912 17,948 
Trincomalee 1,078 81,643 8,074 
Eastern Province 14,354 218,727 50,460 
Jaffna 2,640 39,907 5,109 
Mullaitivu 3,000 22,557 5,556 
Killinochchi 500 1,603 288 
Northern Province 6,200 64,067 10,953 
Total 30,955 502,366 98,525 

Notes: aAs of January 2005; bAs of October 2005.  
Source: Department of Census and Statistics (DCS). 

   
The preliminary assessment of damages completed by end-January 2005 through a joint 
effort of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation (JBIC), and the World Bank (WB) estimated that Sri Lanka had suffered 
asset damages of around US$1 billion (4.5 per cent of GDP), and estimated that the 
medium-term financing needs (including immediate relief) would be around US$1.5–1.6 
billion (7.5 per cent of GDP). The largest financing needs were in the housing sector.3 
The destruction of private assets was substantial (US$700 million), in addition to public 
infrastructure and other assets. Loss of current output in the fisheries and tourism 
sectors—which were severely affected—was estimated at US$200 million and US$130 
million, respectively. Key industrial, agricultural, and metropolitan centres were relatively 
unaffected and the damage to capital assets was primarily to the tourism and fisheries 
sectors, each of which contributes only around 1.5–2 per cent of GDP.  

                                                 
3 The significant differences between total recovery needs and damages in some sectors are due 
to the fact that the recovery strategy for those sectors focuses on long-term development targets 
rather than merely on restoration. 


