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APPENDIX: SUMMARY OF METHODOLOGY FOR IPS TSUNAMI SURVEY  
2005 AND 2006 

Eight districts that were most severely affected by the tsunami in the Northern, Eastern, 
and Southern provinces were selected for the survey. These consisted of: the 
Trincomalee, Batticaloa, and Ampara districts from the Eastern Province, the Jaffna and 
Mullaitivu districts from the Northern Province, and the Hambantota, Matara, and Galle 
districts from the Southern Province. 

In these eight districts, Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) were first identified where 
more than 50 per cent of houses were made unusable due to being completely or 
severely damaged using Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) data.     

The 16 GNDs for the study were distributed across the eight districts based on the level 
of housing damage in each district (Table A.1). Within the districts, GNDs were chosen 
based on socio-economic data so as to select a representative set of GNDs considering 
ethnicity, religion, livelihoods, and the location with respect to the 2005 buffer zone (the 
“no-build” zone). Socio-economic data for this purpose were obtained from the 2001 
Census by the DCS for the Southern districts. Since census data did not extend to the 
districts in the Eastern and the Northern provinces, socio-economic information for these 
provinces was obtained through key informants from those areas. Key informant 
information was also used to select GNDs with households both within and outside the 
2005 buffer zone. (Information given by key informants in this regard was not entirely 
accurate, and, as a result, some GNDs that were mostly within the no-build zone 
remained in the sample).  

Table A.1: Distribution of GNDs across Selected Districts 
 

District Number of Unusable 
Houses 

No. of GNDs 
Selected for Survey 

Jaffna 3,686 1 
Mullaitivu 5,137 1 
Trincomalee 4,643 2 
Batticaloa 9,905 4 
Ampara 10,566 4 
Hambantota 1,290 1 
Matara 2,401 1 
Galle 6,169 2 

Note: Information from Mullaitivu was not available for the selection process 

A sample of 45 households from the list of unusable houses for each GND was 
randomly selected for the household survey, with 30 households outside the no-build 
zone and 15 within. However, in some GNDs there were less than 30 houses outside the 
buffer zone. In these instances, more households from within the buffer zone were 
interviewed to make up the sample. The households were selected using DCS tsunami 
census data where available. For the two GNDs where DCS data were not available, 
household lists obtained from Grama Niladharis (GNs) were used as a frame. 

Due to delays in obtaining access, the survey could not cover the Jaffna and Mullaitivu 
districts of the Northern Province. Therefore, information is available only for 14 GNDs in 
the Southern and Eastern provinces. Information from the selected GNDs was collected 


