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Figure A-3. Eastern, Central, and Western Division from 1986 to 2005 

 

Source: Seventh Five-Year Plan for for National Economic and Social Development of the PRC. 

Four-Region Division. After 2005, the PRC’s central government has divided the nation 
into four regions in the Eleventh Five-Year Plan. The current regions are eastern, central, 
western, and northeastern areas (Figure A-4). 

Figure A-4. Four-Region Division after 2006 

 

Source: Outline of the Eleventh Five-Year Plan for National Economic and Social Development of the PRC. 

The four-region division is updated to differentiate the 31 provinces in the PRC. More 
importantly, it helps the government to develop corresponding macroeconomic policies. For 
example, the Development of the Western Region strategy focuses on the western regions, 
while the strategy to revitalize the northeastern region and other old industrial bases aims to 
promote the development of the northeastern region. The four-region division is reasonable 
given the current environment, and the intra-regional disparities are much smaller than the 
inter-regional disparity (see Figure 11). Therefore, we have analyzed regional disparities 
based on this four-region system.  
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