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Figure 9. Changes in Inter-provincial Disparities in terms of Per Capita GDP  
(at Current Prices) Exclusive of Beijing, Tianjin, and Shanghai 

 
Source: Provincial Statistical Yearbook 2006 (31 provinces). 

Figure 10. Changes in Inter-provincial Disparities in terms of Per Capita GDP  
(at 1978 prices) Exclusive of Beijing, Tianjin, and Shanghai  

 
Source: Provincial Statistical Yearbook 2006 (31 provinces). 

Based on the results of the above statistical indexes, the change in disparities among the 
provinces of the PRC can be divided roughly into three periods: (i) a period of decreasing 
disparities among the provinces in the 1980s, (ii) a period of rapid increase in disparities 
among the provinces in the 1990s, especially in the first half of the 1990s, and (iii) a period 
of slowly increasing disparities since 2000, in which some indexes in 2004 and 2005 even 
reflect decreasing disparities. The income disparity among the 28 provinces and 
autonomous regions (excluding the three centrally administrated municipalities) is relatively 
small and the change is relatively stable. The Gini coefficient fluctuated between 0.22 and 
0.23. 

B. Spatial Decomposition of Inter-provincial Disparities 

In order to explore the spatial distribution of inter-provincial disparities in the PRC, we will 
apply the group decomposition technique in the following analysis. 
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