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Figure 12. Economic Development Level of All Provinces in PRC in 1978 

 

Note: Here we combine Sichuan and Chongqing to calculate per capita GDP. Our subsequent analysis also uses this 
approach. 

Source: Data of Gross Domestic Product of China: 1952-2004 

In 1990, there were significant increases in the ranks of Guangdong, Zhejiang, Shandong, 
Hainan, and Fujian provinces. Nearly all provinces in the eastern region achieved relatively 
higher per capita GDP except Hubei, Fujian, and Hainan. Therefore, internal disparity was 
reduced significantly. In 1990, Xinjiang province in the western region was ranked among 
the top ten in the PRC. Qinghai and Tibet were among the middle ten. In the year 2000, no 
province of the western region ranked in the top ten (see Figure 14), But Inner Mongolia, in 
the western region, entered the top ten in 2005. 

Figure 13. Economic Development Level of All Provinces in PRC in 1990 

 

Source: Data of Gross Domestic Product of China:1952-2004 

Since 1990, the continuous widening of disparities among the four regions is to blame for the 
expansion of regional disparities. During this period, the process of the PRC’s reform and 
opening up of its economy have further advanced, the economic growth rates of the more 
developed eastern provinces have been higher than the nation’s average level, and all the 
eastern provinces except Hebei and Hainan have become high per capita GDP regions (see 
Figure 14). Figure 14 also shows that not one province of the western region was in the top 
ten in 2000. Therefore, disparities between the eastern region and other regions have grown 
further. The internal disparities of the four regions have changed modestly from 1990 to 
2005, but the between-group Theil index, reflecting disparities among the four regions, has 
increased by 0.044 from 0.045 in 1990 to 0.089 in 2005, which accounts for 86.3% of the 
change of the nation’s Theil index (this index increased from 0.081 to 0.124).  
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