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provinces of the western and central regions are located in the lower-left part (with lower 
incomes and lower growth rates). This resulted directly in widening regional disparities in the 
PRC in the 1980s. 

Figure 16. GDP Per Capita in 1990 and Growth Rate 1990–2000 

 

Source: Data of Gross Domestic Product of China:1952–2004. 

After 2000, however, economic growth in the PRC’s less developed regions increased 
measurably. Not only did some low-income regions such as Inner Mongolia, Tibet, Qinghai, 
and Shanxi post growth rates higher than the national average, other regions whose per 
capita GDP was relatively low also saw a narrower gap between their growth rates and the 
national average level than in the 1990s. Comparing Figures 16 and 17, we can find that the 
number of provinces located in the lower-left part of the figure (with lower incomes and lower 
growth rates) decreased, and number of provinces located in upper-left part (with lower 
incomes and higher growth rates) increased. As a result, the widening of regional disparities 
in the PRC has gradually slowed down since 2000. 

Figure 17. GDP Per Capita in 2000 and Growth Rate 2000–2005   

 

Source: Provincial Statistical Yearbook 2006 (31 provinces). 
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