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dropped by 3.5 percentage points, while the shares of the western and northeastern regions 
shrank by 3.3 and 5 percentage points, respectively. 

Table 1. Shares of GDP and Population of  
Eastern, Central, Western, and Northeastern Regions (%) 

  1980 1990 2000 2005 

  GDP Population GDP Population GDP Population GDP Population 

Eastern 43.8 33.9 45.9 34.1 53.5 35.1 55.6 35.8 

Central 22.3 28.3 21.8 28.5 19.2 28.1 18.8 27.5 

Western 20.2 28.7 20.3 28.5 17.3 28.3 16.9 28.2 

Northeastern 13.7 9.1 11.9 8.8 9.9 8.6 8.7 8.4 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

  Sources: Provincial Statistical Yearbook 2006 (31 provinces). 

The proportion of population of the eastern region increased from 33.9% in 1980 to 35.8% in 
2005, while the proportions of the other three regions declined by 0.5 to 0.8 percentage 
points. The population growth rate of the eastern region is higher mainly because of 
population migration across regions. But the increase in the share of population of the 
eastern region has been much smaller than the increase in its share of GDP, indicating that 
labor movement across regions is relatively slow. 

Figure 2 shows that per capita GDP in the northeastern region was higher than that of the 
eastern region in the late 1970s. The ratio of per capita GDP in the northeastern region to 
that in the eastern region declined from 1.2 in 1978 to 1 in 1990; and the ratios of per capita 
GDP in the central and western regions to the eastern region also declined, but on a smaller 
scale, from 0.627 and 0.563 in 1978 to 0.567 and 0.529 in 1990, respectively. In the 1990s 
the gap between the eastern region and the other regions increased. The ratios of per capita 
GDP of the northeastern, central, and western regions to the eastern region in 1991 were 
0.97, 0.52, and 0.51, respectively, and they decreased to 0.76, 0.45, and 0.40, respectively, 
in 2000. After 2000, the changes in these ratios were smaller than they were in the 1990s. In 
2005 the ratios of per capita GDP of the northeastern, central, and western regions to the 
eastern region were 0.66, 0.44, and 0.39, respectively. Compared with 2000, the ratios of 
the central and western regions have been stable in recent years.  

Figure 2. Comparison of Per Capita GDP in the Four Regions  
(Eastern Region =1) 

 
Source: Provincial Statistical Yearbook 2006 (31 provinces). 
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