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Figure 5. Inter-provincial Disparities Measured by the  
Ratio of Maximum to Minimum Values  

(At Current Prices) 

 
Source: Provincial Statistical Yearbook 2006 (31 provinces). 

The changing pattern of regional disparities will be slightly different if we exclude the three 
municipal cities of Beijing, Tianjin, and Shanghai. They are highly developed and have low 
proportions of rural population.4 Thus, the three cities are not easily comparable with other 
provinces or autonomous regions. Data shown in Figure 6 do not include these three 
municipal cities. The ratio of maximum to minimum per capita GDP among the provinces, 
excluding the three municipalities mentioned, is smaller than that among all of the provinces. 
For example, the ratio of maximum to minimum per capita GDP among all of the provinces in 
1978 was 14.3, and that among the provinces excluding these three municipal cities was 
3.9, and in 2005 they were 13.4 and 5.5, respectively.  

Figure 6 also depicts changes in the ratio of maximum to minimum values of per capita GDP 
among the provinces excluding the three municipalities. The data show that the trend of the 
change in regional disparities among the 28 provinces and autonomous regions (excluding 
the three centrally administrated municipalities) is similar to the regional disparities among 
the four regions. There has been a slight decline of regional disparity among the provinces 
and autonomous regions since the reform and opening up of the economy in the late 1970s 
up to 1990. The maximum to minimum ratio rose to 4.86 in 2000, reached the peak of 5.64 
in 2004, and then declined in 2005. A similar trend is shown in the maximum to minimum 
ratio of per capita household consumption. 

                                                 
4 Urbanization rates of Beijing, Tianjin, and Shanghai in 2005 were 82%, 73%, and 89%, respectively, while the 

average urbanization rate of the whole nation was only 43%, and their per capita GDP (2006) ranked second, 
third, and first in 31 provinces respectively. 
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