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Figure 6. Inter-provincial Disparities Measured by the Ratio of Maximum to Minimum 
Values (At Current Prices, Excluding Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai) 

 
Source: Provincial Statistical Yearbook 2006 (31 provinces). 

2. Changes in inter-provincial disparities measured by Gini 
coefficient and Theil index 

Although maximum and minimum values intuitively reflect changes in regional disparities, 
they cannot fully show inter-provincial disparities in terms of development level. Therefore, 
we will use both the Gini coefficient and the Theil index to supplement our analysis in this 
section. 

Figures 7 and 8 show inter-provincial disparities based on per capita GDP at current and 
constant prices (1978 = base year), respectively.  

Figure 7. Gini Coefficient and Theil Index based on Per Capita GDP at Current Prices 

 
Sources: Provincial Statistical Yearbook 2006 (31 provinces). 

0.15

0.20

0.25

0.30

0.35

0.40

1978 1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005

Gini

0.06

0.09

0.12

0.15

0.18

0.21

Theil

unweighted Gini w-Gini Theil_L (Current price)

0

2

4

6

8

1978 1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005

Max/Min

per capita GDP per capita consumption (current price)


